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WARAL
GWENNETH BLITNER AND WALLY WILFRED

NATSIAA finalists Wally Wilfred and Gwenneth Blitner are from 
the community of Ngukurr which sits beside the Roper river in 
South East Arnhem Land. Waral, the title of their exhibition, is a 

Ngalakgan and Ngandi word that can be interpreted as spirit, shadow, 
image or soul. It is often used in Roper Kriol when talking about the 
spirits of people who have passed away. 
Ngkurr Arts held their first exhibition in 1988, immediately distinguishing them 
as innovators in colour and content. Exploring new styles and techniques 
and then recontextualising them became unique to each artist’s country and 
culture. The artwork of Ginger Riley, Gertie Huddlestone, Sambo Barra Barra 
and Maureen Thomson, is renowned for its adventurous style and bold colour. 
Wally Wilfred and Gwenneth Blitner have successfully followed on from this 
legacy to produce an extraordinary exhibition that successfully interlaces 
ancient cultural knowledge with brilliant colour. The Ngukurr story continues…

Gwenneth Blitner has lived in Ngukurr her whole life. She was born in 
the old Roper River Mission and was educated at the bush school. She 
learnt painting from her brothers Glen and Donald Blitner and she now 

paints every day. In bright, bold strokes, Gwenneth paints the landscape of 
Ngukurr, especially flowers and hills. 

Wally Wilfred has been associated with Ngukurr Art Centre 
since 2003, developing a unique style that brings together 
traditional techniques with bold and contemporary use of 

colour. Continuing in the footsteps of his grandfather Sambo (Djambo) 
Barra Barra, Wally’s work explores traditional and present day culture 
with history and storytelling.

COVER IMAGE: Gwenneth Blitner Ngukurr Cemetery (detail) page 11
PAGE 2: Wally Wilfred Untitled page 14
RIGHT: Gwenneth Blitner Ngukurr Cemetery (detail) page 6
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Gwenneth Blitner

Mara Country
Acrylic on linen
116 x 140 cm
$5,200
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Gwenneth Blitner

Ngukurr Cemetery
Acrylic on linen
100 x 100 cm
$4,000
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Wally Wilfred

Dhuwa Ceremony
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
56 x 76 cm
$1,350 (unframed)
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Wally Wilfred

Circumcision Ceremony
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
76 x 56 cm
$1,850 (framed)

‘This is showing the little boys getting painted for 
the circumcision ceremony. That is my grandfather’s 
design. In the olden days they did it like this. The 
young boys learn about respect this way. It puts 
them on the right track.’ Wally Wilfred
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Wally Wilfred

Mokuy Ceremony
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
56 x 76 cm
$1,350 (unframed)



10

Gwenneth Blitner

Nayirrinji
Acrylic on linen
100 x 100 cm
$4,000

‘You see water moving around the hills, all 
through that middle part. It is that last rain 
of the wet season that knock-em down rain 
before the cold weather time. We say that 
season is ‘Mardu Mardu’ in Marra language.
 That country of Limmen Bite is also called 
Nayirrinji. I am Marrinbarala and it is my 
daddy’s country. It belongs to me and my 
ancestors. As a little girl I would travel with 
my father in the school holidays and we 
would camp and fish there. At the right 
time, you can collect jo-jo (lilies) from the 
billabongs, or guiya for stomach aches or 
dumbuyumbu for everything.’
Gwenneth Blitner
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Gwenneth Blitner

Ngukurr Cemetery
Acrylic on linen
100 x 100 cm
$4,000
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Wally Wilfred

Two Emus (My Mother’s Dreaming)
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
56 x 76 cm
$1,350 (unframed)
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Wally Wilfred

Untitled
Water based enamel on aluminum composite board
121 x 81 cm
$3,350
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Wally Wilfred

Untitled
Water based enamel on aluminum composite board
121 x 81 cm
$3,350
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Gwenneth Blitner

Wadjuli
Acrylic on linen
100 x 100 cm
$4,000

‘Wadjuli. This is a billabong near Ngukurr. 
We go there for Jo Jo (Lilly root). We used 
to walk there after school for fishing and 
collecting bush food. We would make a 
fire there to cook up that food.’
Gwenneth Blitner
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Wally Wilfred

Bones
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
76 x 58 cm
$1,850 (framed)
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Wally Wilfred

Mokuy
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
78 x 58 cm
$1,350 (unframed)



‘This is a painting of a Mokuy (spirit) from the Dhuwa 
moiety. Djuwalpada is its name. The Mokuy lives in 
a cave on our country but nobody has ever seen it 
before. It travelled everywhere that spirit singing and 
sharing songlines. It is really important for us Wägilak 
people because we use these songs for ceremony and 
funerals. In this painting you can see the tools it carried 
with it on its travels (dilly bag, wumera, spear, clapstick). 
This one has sharp teeth too. In the olden days they 
used to only paint on bark with 3 colours, but I like to 
use bright colours.’ Wally Wilfred
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Wally Wilfred

Mokuy
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
78 x 58 cm
$1,850 (framed)
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Wally Wilfred

Bones
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
76 x 56 cm
$1,350 (unframed)

‘This is a painting of human bones. They have their 
own songlines. When someone passes away they get 
the bones and they sing all day and then they bury 
them. That’s how they used to do it in the olden days. 
Then the boss one (junggayi) will make a totem stick 
for the grieving family. They cut a tree and paint it 
and decorate it with feathers. Then they dig a hole 
and stand up the totem sticks they painted. It stays 
there forever as memories for the family.’
Wally Wilfred
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Gwenneth Blitner

Ngukurr Cemetery
Acrylic on linen
100 x 100 cm
$4,000
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Gwenneth Blitner

Warlani
Acrylic on linen
100 x 100 cm
$4,000

‘Warlani is on Marra country. It is beautiful. 
There are a lot of flowers and bush foods. 
I used to go there with my big brother and 
we would find jaw jaw (lily roots) . There 
are a lot of ways to eat jaw jaw. Sometimes 
we would wait for the root to dry, then we 
could crush it up and make a flour. The 
flour is good for making damper. We love 
to eat damper, it’s easy to make and we 
cook it straight on the fire.’
Gwenneth Bltner
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Wally Wilfred

Circumcision Ceremony
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
76 x 56 cm
$1,350 (unframed)
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Wally Wilfred

Mokuy
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
76 x 56 cm
$1,850 (framed)
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Gwenneth Blitner

Ngukurr Cemetery
Acrylic on linen
100 x 100 cm
$4,000
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Wally Wilfred

Wurrpan (emu) songline
Acrylic on 600g Saunders paper
56 x 76 cm
$1,350 (unframed)



For further information or to see high resolution images
please contact  Paul Johnstone Gallery.
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Artwork copyright © the photographers and artists. 


